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delivered a series of speeches which kept rigidly to the
main issue and which remain to-day as the most luminous
and exhaustive statements of the constitutional position
which we possess*
As usual the Conservatives of the Caernarvon Boroughs
decided to oppose Lloyd George; and this time their candi-
date was Mr. Vincent, a local solicitor. In the average
English constituency, he would have been a strong candidate;
but in a thoroughly Welsh county like Caernarvon* he
could expect but little support. The Conservatives in the
Welsh parts of the Principality were amazingly slow to
realise die fact that for a Churchman and an Englishman,
representing in the eyes of the people the foreign garrison
m their midst, to come forward as a candidate, was simply
to court sure defeat. It is very doubtful whether in Wales
at that time, a Conservative, if he had been a good Welsh-
man and Nonconformist, would not have defeated a Liberal,
if the latter happened to be an Englishman and a Church-
man* Nation and religion still counted far more than
politics in the Principality* Lloyd George felt justifiably
secure, and consequently devoted but little time to his own
constituency. For the most part, he toured England and
Wales, speaking in the big centres of population, and for
Liberal candidates whose seats were deemed to be unsafe.
He was, without doubt, the popular hero of the hour, and
his visits were in the nature of triumphal progresses. Very
often he saved time by travelling about in a special train a
and at such times, every wayside station would be packed
with excited "people, friends and foes alike, eagerly expect-
ing him to $peak a few words, or at least to smile add bone
as the train steamed slowly past. Frequently the tsain,
consisting of a single saloon carriage and an esgbe, would
slow down at the platform; the smiling faoe, foamed in
the long hair which by then was rapidly tunaing white,